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The VANtage Point 
 

“Drastic times call for drastic 
measures.” 

Due to the current financial situation of 
the St. Louis Camp Grounds, the Board 
of Directors in this year’s annual 
business meeting will be asking the 
Association to authorize an equity line 
loan of up to $50,000.  The bottom line 
is that our income has not been enough 
to cover our expenditures. 
 
 A few years ago when income to 
the regular budget did not meet the 
expenses, in order to save interest 
charges, the Board of Directors began 
to borrow monies from the “Designated 
Funds” until the giving to the budget 
improved.  Unfortunately this has not 
yet happened. 
 
 The Board has done all it can to 
alleviate this problem.  They have cut 
costs and expenditures to the bare 
bone by only spending money for the 
extreme essentials.  This has meant 
delaying important maintenance 
procedures, not replacing worn out 
equipment and refraining from 
addressing deteriorating problem spots.  
Yet all of this has not solved the 
problem. 
 
 The bills have continued to 
mount.  Late fees, finance charges, etc. 
have added to the dilemma.  We have 
been able to maintain our operations by 
tying up the “Designated Fund” 
accounts, but this has kept the projects 
funded by designated giving from ever 
materializing. 
 

 The current Board of Directors 
has decided to change this direction 
with the following corrective measures: 
 
 1.  We have begun to release the 
“Designated Funds” for their intended 
purposes.  Projects that have been put 
on hold are now being developed.  The 
construction of the Youth Pavilion is a 
case in point.  Designated money will be 
used as designated. 
 
 2.  For a short term solution to 
the budget crunch the Board has taken 
out a 90 day loan for $5,000.  This is the 
cap limit that can be borrowed without 
the approval of the Association.  This 
amount was absorbed by our 
outstanding bills and obligations almost 
immediately.  It did not address the 
complete financial challenge.  We still 
find ourselves about $7,000 behind in 
our bills. 
 
 3.  To give us the relief we need 
for long term, we are asking the 
Association to authorize the equity line 
loan of $50,000.  This will allow us to get 
current on our bills, pay off the 90 day 
loan, and catch up on maintenance, 
equipment replacement, etc.  With an 
equity line loan, we will have funds to 
draw from until we get back on track 
financially. 
 
 This situation has not developed 
overnight.  It has taken about five years 
to get to this state.  This dilemma has 
come about due to two major reasons: 
 
 1.  Giving to “Designated 
Projects” has not been “in addition to” 
giving to the operating budget, but 



instead has been diverted from the 
regular budget.  While this helps us 
develop visible projects, it has greatly 
hindered the day in and day out 
ongoing camp operations.  For 
example, it is nice to construct new 
buildings, but what good are they if 
utilities, maintenance and upkeep are 
cut off? 
 
 2.  The worst economy since the 
Great Depression has affected St. Louis 
as much as it has any other charitable 
organization.  Our overall income is 
down.  Add to that, we just happen to be 
located in Michigan, which the economy 
has hit harder than any of the other 49 
states in the U.S.  Like other groups, 
our giving has fallen off. 
 
 As a result of this we find 
ourselves in a challenging position.  
However this Camp Ground Association 
has met with many other obstacles in 
its long term existence and has always 
come through.  The Board of Directors 
has faith that we will again triumph in 
the end.  If you know what we are up 
against, you will respond as you have in 
times past. 
 
 The current economy will 
rebound.  Just don’t ask me when ~ but 
it will in time get better.  That alone will 
help alleviate our financial pressure. 
 
 Then we must educate ourselves 
that giving to the regular budget of the 
camp is first and foremost.  It is the 
bedrock of our continued existence.  
Our “Designated Giving” must be on 
top and beyond our regular support, not 
in place of it.  As we become aware of 
this and diligently practice it, we will be 
able to again fulfill completely the 
mission God has given us as an annual 
Church of God camp meeting.  May His 
kingdom come and His will be done! 
 
 I realize that this has been a very 
long column but I do not apologize.  
You needed to know where we are and 

why we are here.  You deserve that 
respect and consideration from your 
Board of Directors. 
 
 Realize too that our finances go 
further when they are supplemented by 
volunteer labor.  There are a number of 
projects and chores that need to be 
done and can be done by our volunteer 
service.  We are grateful for those who 
have already helped and for those who 
will yet do so. 
 
 Allow me to close on a brighter 
note.  We have one of the best ever 
programs planned for this year’s camp 
meeting.  Our speaker is none other 
than the host of our national Church of 
God radio program CBH – Jim Lyon.  He 
is a most sought after speaker and this 
summer he comes our way. 
 
 The music is being led by Martin 
and Jean Shackleton, two of our most 
able musicians in the Church of God.  
We have been inspired by their 
leadership in past camp meetings and 
will experience that again this year.  
This year’s camp meeting will be great! 
 
 See you in St. Louis! 
 

David VanNorman 

Chairman of the Board of Directors 
 
                  
 

 

Mission Statement 

For St. Louis Camp 

Meeting Association 
 

“The mission of this Camp Meeting 

Association is to provide facilities and 

programs in a specialized setting that will 

help persons discover, fulfill and enjoy life 
in God’s church as it seeks to advance the 

Kingdom of God.” 

 



                                                Bicycles,  

                                        Tricycles, 

                                        Unicycles 

                                        Guidelines 
 

 Bicycles may only be ridden on 
camp roadways, and must obey all 
signs and speed limits posted by the 
camp. 

 Bicycles may not be ridden on 
sidewalks, in children’s areas or 
after dark, and may not be ridden to 
and from classes. 

 Do not block access to any building 
such as the restrooms. 

 St. Louis Campgrounds is not liable 
for any injury involving a bicycle or 
for loss of property. 

 St. Louis Campgrounds is asking 
parents or guardians to be 
responsible for enforcing these 
guidelines.  If the campground needs 
to step in, there will be a verbal 
warning for the first incident.  If more 
warnings are required you may be 
asked to remove your bicycles from 
the grounds. 

 This is a trial period and we are 
hoping it will be a positive 
experience so please help us by 
following all camp policies and 
guidelines. 

 
 

 
Pet Policy 

 
 Anyone having pets 

must register them when checking in and 

agree to adhere to this pet policy 

statement. 

 There will be a $10 fee for each pet you 

have on the campgrounds for the week. 

 There is a maximum of 2 pets per 

campsite. 

 A pet may not exceed 40 pounds. 

 Lots only in the south end are allowed to 

have pets. 

 All pets must be kept in the trailer when 

no one is at the campsite. 

 Pet must stay at the south end of the 

campgrounds. 

 Owners are responsible for cleaning up 

after the pets. 

 All pets must have a collar and be on a 6’ 

leash when outside of the trailer. 

 All pets must be up to date on all their 

shots and have tags. 

 Owners are expected to keep control of 

their pets.  If there is excessive noise or 

aggressive behavior by the pet, the owner 

will be asked to remove their pet from 

the premises immediately.  The owner 

may return to camp, but the pet will no 

longer be allowed to stay. 

 

Please abide by these guidelines and allow the 

camping experience to be enjoyable for 

everyone. 

 

 

 

We now 

    have 

wireless 

DSL and internet  

available outside 

the camp business 

office and we now also 

have a web site.  Check it 

out ~ 

 

stlouiscamp.org 

 
This year’s Camp Meeting 
program and information can be 
seen on this web site. 
 
Jim Lyon is our evangelist with 
Martin and Jean Shackleton as 
music evangelists. 

WALTERS ENDOWMENT NOW IN 
PLACE 

 
  



 
The Elizabeth and Joshua Walters 
Memorial Endowment Fund has 
been established and is now 
operative.  The principal given to this 
fund will never be spent.  It will be in 
the fund for perpetuity.  In fact, only 
90% of the income generated by the 
fund will be spent.  Ten percent of 
the income and gains will go back 
into the fund as additional principal 
to ensure continual growth of the 
fund. 
 
 Basically the income from this 
fund, when firmly established, will 
go toward meeting the expenses that 
are a part of our operating budget.  
Again – the principal will never be 
spent, only 90% of the income 
generated will be allocated toward 
the budget of the camp.  It will take 
several years before this fund 
becomes a significant addition to our 
income stream, but we do now have 
this particular avenue in place. 
 
 If, in addition to your regular 
giving to the camp’s operating 
budget, you want to invest in the 
future of St. Louis Camp Meeting 
with a gift that will be used 
perpetually, please consider the 
“Walters Endowment Fund”.  This is 
also a splendid way to remember St. 
Louis in your will.  You can make 
certain that St. Louis Camp Meeting 
remains stable until the Lord 
returns. 
 

USHERS ARE NEEDED 

 

  If you would be interested in serving            

as an usher during the services during   

Camp Meeting, please contact  

       Kent Canerday at   

KentCanerday@yahoo.com   

 or  (810) 853-1231 
 
 Craft Classes 

Begin on Friday, 

   August 7 

 
Fri.8/7 - Wired butterfly  

          w/beads ($2.00) 

     Leader ï Doreen Akkerhuis 

 

Sat.8/8 ï Recycled cards from  

calendars & wall 

paper samples 

  (Please bring a paper trimmer 

  and a good double sided tape) 

  Leader ï Doreen Akkerhuis 

 

Sun. 8/9 ï Enjoy the day with  

           Family 

 

Mon. 8/10 ï Mini brag book w/ 

   Heather Schlorff ($5.00) 

   15 spaces available 

 

Tues. 8/11 ï Knotted flip flop 

   (Bring pinking shears if you  

   have them.) ($3.00) 

   Leader ï Melody Walker 

 

Wed. 8/12 ï Glass light box w/ 

   Doreen Akkerhuis ($10.00) 

   15 spaces available 

 

Thur.8/13 ï Reverse paint   

   Or hoop earrings w/ Doreen 

   ($2.00) 

 

All classes are subject to change. 

               

            ANNUAL 
                                  BUSINESS 
                                  MEETING 
 
Tuesday, Aug. 11 @ 3:30 p.m. in the 
Tabernacle.  Please be much in 
prayer regarding the business of the 
Association and decisions that will 
need to be made. 

 

Camp Meeting 
Kick-Off 

mailto:KentCanerday@yahoo.com


 
Thursday, Aug. 6 

6:00 p.m. 
Free Hot Dogs for 

All those at the Tabernacle 
                                 

7:00 p.m. 
Mini-concert with 
the Shackletons 

And Friends 
 
 

Theme: Heroes 
 

 

Senior Bible Study each morning:  

Study taken from òAging in the 

Grace of God ó led by Janice Byers  

 

 

 

Childrenõs Camp ð Son Rocks Kids 

Camp ð òWhere Kids Build Their 

Lives on the Rock: Jesusó 

 

 

Youth activities are also planned.  

You can download the registration 

form from the web site and have it 

ready when you arrive at camp.  

 

Thank you from the Board 
and Resident Manager 

John Contois 
 

Volunteers are a vital part of the 
ongoing, everyday workings of the 
camp grounds.  We wish to thank the 
following for their help this year: 
 
Alma Youth, Ken & Onieta Bauer, 
Clarkston Youth, Richard Dunbar, 
Kevin Kuehne, Henry Mashue, Dave 
McMacken, Carrie Taylor, Dick 
Willette, and David VanNorman. 

Several groups of youth and men are 
yet to come to finish work before the 
opening of camp meeting.   
 
 
                                                 
                                     OR 
 
  
 
ñTo email or not to  

emailò -  that is the question 

that faces this newspaper 

editor. And in these economic- 

ally challenging times, the 

answer to that question has 

really already been decided.  

We are not immune to the rising 

postal and printing costs that 

seem to occur on a regular 

basis.  So ï in order to con- 

tinue communicating with the 

Association, it is necessary 

for us to begin sending out our 

newsletters electronically.  To 

do so, I need your help. This 

year during camp meeting, I 

will be asking you to submit 

your email address to me so 

that I can set up what is known 

as a listserv (address book).  

Once the emails are placed in 

this, I can begin sending you 

the newsletters electronically.  

This will allow us to save 

printing and postal costs as 

well as allow you to receive 

your paper in a timelier 

manner. YOUR EMAIL 

ADDRESS WILL NOT BE 

SOLD OR DISTRIBUTED TO 

ANYONE ELSE. 

 
If you do not have an email 

address or for whatever reason 

do not wish to receive the 

paper electronically, we will 

continue to mail via postal 

service the paper each time. 

Please understand that this 

will cost the camp grounds a 



considerable amount of money to 

do so. 

 

(You may also view the news- 

letter on the camp grounds web 

site.) 

 

If you wish, you may send your 

email address to me at 

 

Bjvan51@aol.com 

 

Do not assume that I already 

have it. 

 

Should you need to change your 

address at any time, just email 

me the new one. 

 

If you are receiving the 

newsletter and do not wish to,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

please notify us and we will 

remove you from our mailing 

list. 

 

We really appreciate your 

cooperation in this new 

endeavor. 

 Brenda VanNorman 

    Newspaper Editor 

 

××××××××××××××××××××× 

 

We wish to express our sympathy to the 
family of Jack Rolley.  Jack was a 
tremendous help to the campgrounds in 
giving advice concerning electrical 
needs and serving on boards and 
committees. 
 
And – to the family of Marietta 
Clingenpeel.  Marietta and her husband, 
Dale, spent many years attending the 
camp meetings.  Marietta also served 
on boards and committees of the camp-
grounds.  
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