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The VANtage Point 

 

Greetings! 

 

 The new camping season is off to a great 

start under the leadership of our new Camp 

Manager, Sue Willman, and with the help of an 

army of volunteers. 

 

 The Evangelists’ Duplex and the Senior 

Citizen Building have been given a 

thorough cleaning. 

 

 The Maintenance Building has been 

cleaned and rearranged for more 

effectiveness.  The clutter from around it 

is being attended to. 

 

 Dormitory rooms are being renovated 

and a “Dorm Diner” is being developed. 

 

 A slew of water leaks are being 

discovered and repaired. 

 

 The nursery in the Tabernacle has been 

improved and is much more conducive to 

quality childcare. 

 

 The Camp Store is being opened up to 

serve campers from the rental groups.  

In the past, it has only been open during 

camp meeting. 

 

 A new Registration Booth is being 

planned to be placed on the east side of 

the Maintenance Building under the 

overhang.  It will be larger and will allow 

campers to be served inside the office. 

 

 The main roads are in extreme need of 

upgrading with new gravel.  The spring 

rains have played havoc on the grounds.  

The cost for making our roads drive 

worthy will be $5,000.  We will address 

this need as monies become available. 

 

As funding becomes available, a number 

of other improvements are being considered.  

The operative phrase here is “as funding 

becomes available”.  A number of 

improvements will be accomplished when we 

receive the financial means.  At this time, the 

Board is doing all it can to pay the basic 

bills.  Our income still does not match our 

outgo.  A new budget is being constructed 

that will address this gap. 

 

We had hoped after our last business 

meeting that our income would improve, but 

that did not materialize so we are making 

adjustments. 

 

 We have moved from a Resident 

Director position to that of Camp Manager.  

This has been done for financial reasons: 

 

 It reduces the cost of main- 

taining the Resident Director’s house 

(utilities, upkeep, etc.) year-round. 

 

 It relieves us of the pres- 

sure to keep the pay package for the 

Resident Director at a full-time level 

complete with benefits (such as health 

insurance, etc.) 

 

 The Resident Director’s  

house will not need to be extensively 

upgraded to make it attractive, comfortable, 

and livable. 

 

The new Camp Manager, at her own cost, 

has purchased a camper in which to reside.  It is 

positioned near the entrance of the camp.  She is 

responsible for her own health insurance, since 

we will no longer be providing it.  All of this cuts 

the camp ground’s financial burden for a Camp 

Manager. 



 

The Board is looking at converting the 

Resident Director’s house into a type of 

fellowship hall (a smaller Senior Citizens’ 

Building, if you will).  This renovation will be 

less expensive than demolishing it.  It would also 

allow us to book two outside rental groups at the 

same time, since most groups want to have a 

fellowship area in which to congregate. 

 

 This, of course, is dependent on “available 

funding”.  Other improvements on the drawing 

board, as funding becomes available, are: 

 

 Plumbing for the Camp Store.  At this time 

there is no plumbing service for the Business 

Office/Bookstore/Camp Store building. 

 

 Upgrading the South Bath 

House with newer, more efficient  

plumbing fixtures and a new roof. 

 

 Replacing worn out machinery – 

mowers, tractor, golf carts, etc. Over 

the long run, the cost of maintaining 

golf carts will be less expensive by acquiring 

Gator-like vehicles.  The cost of regularly renting 

a backhoe will be best addressed by owning our 

own.  When we have a major water leak, we 

cannot wait for a volunteer one to become 

available. 

 

 Replacing the out-dated, often broken 

water line infrastructure throughout the camp.  

A lot of time, money and effort go into keeping a 

deteriorating system in working order. 

 

 These and many other improvements are 

being looked at and will come to fruition as 

funding is available. 

 

 Overall things are looking good for St. Louis 

Camp.  A great camp meeting has been planned 

for this year (see details elsewhere in this 

newsletter).  A bright, optimistic spirit permeates 

the grounds. Support your camp with prayers, 

gifts and, when possible, volunteer service.  The 

best is yet to come.  Come join the fun! 

 

Forward with faith, 

David VanNorman, Chairman, Board of  

           Directors 



Memorial Bricks 

To Be Ordered 

 
Bricks for the Memorial Garden are being 

ordered for the following names.  Please let 

us know ASAP if there is a misspelling by 

calling 1-989-681-2581. 

 

Akkerhuis, JD & Laura 

Aumaugher, Archie & Lena 

Banzinger, Esther 

Benak, Wanda Louise 

Bennetts, H. J. G. 

Benzinger, Arthur 

Bohanan, Charles & Virginia 

Boyer, Chuck & Joyce 

Clingenpeel, Marieta 

Davis, Keith G. 

Dayringer Aumaugher, Marjory Fay 

DeVerna, Ken & Thelma 

Eastman, Rev. Frances 

Geriak, Andrew 

Grice, Rev. Ernest & Honor 

Hammond, Carlton L. 

Johnson, Don 

Lavrack, Keith 

MacDonald, Denise L. 

Matz, Conrad 

McQuiston, Ivah 

Mitschelen, Ruth          

Pierce, P. J. 

Rankin, Eva 

Riske, Martha 

Ruckle, Mary 

Scott, Blackie 

Scott, Gerald “Blackie” 

Smith, Gertrude M. 

Sovereign-Taylor, Thelma 

Taylor, Barbara 

VanNorman, George 

Wagoner, Revs. Louis E.  

         & Dorothy L. 

Woodworth, Walter  

         & Evelyn 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

Thank You! 
 
Camp Manager, Sue Willman, would like to 
thank the following work volunteers for their 
tremendous help in and around the camp: 
 
Kathy Jo Kindy    Linda Taylor 
Kent Canerday    Jeff Eckman 
Ken Bauer     John Contois 
Linda Transeau    Ray Transeau 
Ruby Behnke    Wanda O’Leary 
Brian O’Leary    Pat Letts 
Mary Letts     Hugh Burger 
Shari Burger    Loretta Holm 
Sandy Dunbar    Traci Shook 
Rollie Shook    Sue Hoekwater 
Richard Dunbar   Barb Priest 
Brenda Buckey    Floyd Youth Grp. 
Nancy Beecher    Elizabeth Holm 
Emily Holm    Kevin Kindy 
Emily Willman    Dennis Atterberry 
Julia Hannah Willman      David VanNorman 
 
We would also like to thank the Floyd Youth 
Group and all those who helped put up the 
new soffits on the Tabernacle.  As you may 
recall, the group sold sno-cones after the 
evening worship services last year and raised 
$1,000 towards this project. 
 
Special thanks goes out to Glenn and Barbara 
Unruh for leaf removal at the camp grounds. 
 
Thank you also to Mick and Sue Willman’s 
family (children and grandchildren) and 
Richard Dunbar for the flower planting. 
 
 

 
                Cottage For Sale 

     391 Dyer 

                      Phone: Lela Boyles @ 

810-653-6873 

                                      

 

NEW CAMP MANAGER 

 
 The new St. Louis Camp Manager is Sue 
Willman.  Her family has owned a cabin on 
the grounds since the early 1900’s and she 
has been coming to the St. Louis Camp 
Meeting all her life. 
 
 She and her husband, Mick, have been 
involved with the camp as volunteer 
workers, an experience that has helped her 
transition into her new position go very 
smoothly.  Her previous work experience 
has included housekeeping, childcare, 
adult care, Hospice care and an adjusted 
studies professional in the Bullock Creek 
School District. 
 
 Mick is a truck driver for Saginaw 
Control and Engineering, Inc. and has 
experience in heavy equipment operations 
and in building construction.  His proficient 
handyman skills will be applied in many 
ways at the camp. 
 
 Sue and Mick have four daughters and 
six grandchildren.  When they are not 
involved on weekends at the camp or are 
not out representing the camp in church 
presentations, they can be found 
worshiping at the Kawkawlin Fraser Road 
Church of God. 
 
 We welcome the Willmans to this new 
responsibility and pray for the camp to 
continue to improve as we support their 
leadership. 
 
 

CHECK OUT OUR WEB SITE 
 

                     www.stlouiscamp.org 
 
 
 

God is good all the time.  All the time 

God is good.  Be much in prayer for 

the goodness of God to shower the 

Campgrounds with 

blessings. 

http://www.stlouiscamp.org/


 

Camp Meeting  

Format Changes 
 

 Our Program Committee is presenting a 

fresh and exciting look to our camp 

meeting experience this year: 

 

 Our kick-off concert on Thursday, 

August 5 at 7:00 p.m. will be Daren 

Streblow, a comedian who has wide 

audience appeal.  From  

corporations to colleges to 

churches to clubs to cruise ships as 

well as youth groups and school 

assemblies, he has proven to be 

hilarious whatever the venue and 

audience. 

 

This will be a ticketed event.  Tickets 

are available at the Camp Grounds, 

Pathways Christian Bookstore in 

Midland or by mail by calling 989-

832-2095.  The cost is $10 per person 

or $30 for a family pass that includes 

everyone living in one household.  A 

church or individual can purchase a 

block of tickets by emailing  

Jeff Eckman at 

pastorjeff@floydchurch.com 

 

 On the first Friday night, the speaker 

will be Pastor Demetrius Booker.  

Pastor Booker serves as the Church 

Health Minister for the Church of 

God in Michigan and is the Lead 

Pastor of the Lighthouse Community 

Church in Redford, Michigan.  A 

graduate of Azusa Pacific University 

and Southern California School of 

Ministry, he has been adjunct 

professor at the School of Ministry 

Detroit campus. 

 

 Dr. Kerry Robinson, Senior Pastor of 

the East Side Church of God in 

Anderson, Indiana, is our evangelist 

this year.  He has also served as 

Senior Pastor of the White Chapel 

Church of God and President of the 

Warner Christian Academy in 

Daytona Beach, Florida and Senior 

Pastor of the Scott Memorial Church 

of God in Chattanooga, Tennessee.  

Dr. Robinson is a graduate of 

Anderson University, Anderson 

School of Theology in Anderson, 

Indiana, Beeson Divinity School at 

Sanford University in Birmingham, 

Alabama and has done post 

graduate work at Emory University in 

Atlanta, Georgia.  His father, Dr. 

Forest Robinson is retired President 

of the Mid-American Christian 

University in Oklahoma City, 

Oklahoma (formerly Gulf Coast 

Bible College). 

 

 Our music evangelist is Mick 

Gilliam, Pastor of Worship Arts and 

Prayer at the East Side Church of 

God in Anderson, Indiana.  In 

addition to serving congregations in 

Oregon, Florida, Ohio and Indiana, 

he taught in Christian colleges and 

seminaries.  He holds an M.M.E. from 

Lewis and Clark College and a 

D.W.S. from the Robert E. Webber 

Institute for Worship Studies. 

 

Along with this power-packed line-up 

will be the ever outstanding ministries 

to children, youth, young adults, seniors 

and Women of the Church of God. 

 

 The Sunday afternoon concert this year 

will feature “The Singing Avilas” who are 

always a hit with our camp meeting 

crowd. 

 
        2010 

         ST. LOUIS CAMPMEETING 

 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 5- 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 13 

 

Itõs going to be a  

great year to be in St. Louis! 

  

 

mailto:pastorjeff@floydchurch.com


 

 
NEEDED: 

 
 

We are looking for people  
who would like to play during  
camp meeting: organ, guitar,  
bass, or drums.  

 
Sound personnel are also  

needed.  
 

 

PLEASE BE ADVISED 

 

Our treasurer has set up an 

email account so that you can 

be in touch with her throughout 

the year: 

 

sltreasurer@hotmail.com 
 
 
 
 

In Sympathy  
 

We wish to express our sympathy to 
the family of Harriet Brainerd.  
Harriet had been a long time camper 
on the grounds and attended c amp 
meeting for many years.  Please keep 
her family in your prayers.  
 
 
 
  
 
 In order to conform to current IRS 
regulations the following amendments need 
to be added to our Articles of Incorporation.  
These will be voted on at our annual 

business meeting and are listed here for 
review before the vote: 
 
1.  Said corporation is organized 
exclusively for charitable, religious and 
educational purposes, including, for such 
purposes, the making and distributions to 
organizations under Section 501(c)(3). 
 
2.  No part of the net earnings of the 
corporation shall inure to the benefit of, or 
be distributable to its members, trustees, 
directors, officers or other private persons, 
except that the corporation shall be 
authorized and empowered to pay 
reasonable compensation for services 
rendered and to make payments and 
distributions in furtherance of Section 
501(c)(3) purposes.  No substantial part of 
the activities of the corporation shall be the 
carrying on of propaganda, or otherwise 
attempting to influence legislation, and the 
corporation shall not participate in or 
intervene in (including the publishing or 
distribution of statements) any political 
campaign on behalf of, or in opposition to, 
any candidate for public office.  Notwith- 
standing any other provision of the Articles, 
the corporation shall not carry on any other 
activities not permitted to be carried on (a) 
by the corporation exempt from Federal 
income tax under Section 501(c)(3) of the 
Internal Revenue Code or (b) by a 
corporation, contributions to which are 
deductible under 170(c)(2) of the Internal 
Revenue Code (or corresponding section of 
any future Federal tax code). 
 
3.  Upon dissolution of this corporation, 
assets shall be distributed for one or more 
exempt purposes within the meaning of 
Section 501 (c)(3) of the Internal Revenue 
Code, or corresponding section of any 
future Federal tax code, or shall be 
distributed to the Federal government, or to 
a state or local government, for a public 
purpose.  
 

           
       Have you considered putting St.  

      Louis Campgrounds in your Will?  



 
 
St. Louis Campgrounds 
8489 N. Bagley Rd. 
St. Louis, MI  48880 

   
 
 

 

 

 
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GIFT CERTIFICATES  

    ARE NOW AVAILABLE  

         

          Just call the Camp  

        office to order yours  

         today!!  St. Louis Camp  

 Ground Gift Certificates can  

be given toward the use of 

renting camp lots, dorm 

rooms, evangelist duplex 

and Senior Citizens building.  

Call 989 -681 -2581 to order  

your s or for more informa - 

tion.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 We wish to thank those of you who have     
      been able to send us your email address to  
      help cut the mailing costs.  If you have not 
      signed up to receive this newsletter by email 
      and would like to do so, please send your 
      email address to BJVan51@aol.com.  Your 
      email address will be kept confidential and 
      not given out without your permission. 
 
      Those who do not have email service will 
      still continue to receive this newsletter by 
      regular post.   
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