
ST. LOUIS NEWS 
 
                                      Editor: Brenda VanNorman  
  January, 2011                                          Editor Emeritus: Roland Behnke
 

The Vantage Point  
 

I am still receiving reports of how great last yearõs camp meeting was.  Our main speaker, Dr. Kerry Robinson, was 

outstanding. He followed inspiring messages from Demetrius Booker and Bobby Cooper.  Mick Gilliam and the Singing Avilas 

provided the top -notch music that we have become accustomed to at St. Louis.  Of course we  dare not forget the keynote 

òComedy at the Campó on the opening Thursday night.  The Program Committee did an outstanding job. 
 

This year is already gearing up to be just as good with Jeff Perkins of Mt. Sterling, KY  as speaker and Ron Woolsey of Alma, MI  

leading the music.  There is just something about camp meeting.   
 

At St. Louis we are making a number of physical improvements  

due to designated  funds and proceeds from the Cornell Family Trust Fund:  

 

¶ New water heaters have been installed in the south b athroom building.  

¶ A restroom has been installed for the Business Office.  

¶ A new furnace has replaced the 17 year old one in the Evangelistsõ Duplex. 

¶ Dormitories have been renovated.  

¶ A store/snack stand has been opened up on the north end of camp.  

¶ The roads have been improved with grading and limestone.  

¶ The Resident Directorõs house is being renovated.  It will serve as a fellowship area for small camping groups and will 

have 3 rooms to rent out.  

¶ The Registration Office is being completed.  The heating is the  last piece to be put in place.  

¶ There are other projects that are on the agenda before next camp meeting:  

ü New floor covering for the Senior Citizenõs Building  

ü A metal roof and internal improvements for the south bathroom building.  

ü Restroom and sinks for t he Camp Store.  

We are especially grateful for the funding and the volunteer labor that are allowing these improvements to be carried out.  
 

However St. Louis camp does need funding for the operational budget.  
For the last few years we have been squeaking by , but we now find ourselves desperately needing regular income for the 

day -to -day operations of the camp.  

¶ Our camping season has ended which means we have no outside income for the months of November through April.  

The camp depends on donations and gifts from churches and families to keep us going during the non -camping time.  

¶ Usually we have a surplus at the end of camp meeting to help us through the winter months.  This year we have no 

surplus.  We ended camp meeting with all bills current but there was n o surplus and we still have expenses for the 

winter that must be met.  E.G. our propane costs are on a monthly budget plan that calls for payment all year round. 

Our insurance does not cease just because we do not have campers on the grounds.  

¶ We are not ma king our budget with the funds we are bringing in at this time.  

 

St. Louis Camp Grounds URGENTLY needs your help.  
¶ First of all, thanks to those of you who are faithfully and systematically giving to the camp throughout the year.  You 

have been keeping the camp going with your gifts.  

¶ While we would welcome one or two persons to provide a large donation, in the long run we will be better served by 

most of us giving a small amount each month ð be it $10, $25, $100 etc.  Please give this your prayerful consider ation 

as we begin a new calendar year.  St. Louis really needs our help.  We have a glorious camp and with our sacrificial 

giving, the Lord will continue to bless.   
 

Thank you for your attention to this need,  

David VanNorman  

Board of Directors Chairman  

 

 

 



DID YOU KNOW THAT éé 

 

× Camp lots on the north end of camp are 

being reconfigured in order to meet the 

State of Michigan Camp Grounds Code? 

 

× Sue Willman has signed a three year 

contract for the position of Camp 

Director? The contract runs from 

January 1, 2011 through December 31, 

2013. 

 

× The funeral for Sam Dunbar was held 

September 27 at the camp in the 

tabernacle?  Sam faithfully served the 

camp for many years in various 

capacities, including Chairman of the 

Board of Directors.  Our condolences go 

out to his wife, Mary, and to the rest of 

his family. 

 

× Speaker for the 2011 Camp Meeting 

(August 4-12) is Jeff Perkins of Mt. 

Sterling, Kentucky?  Music will be led 

by Ron Woolsey of Alma, Michigan. 

 

× Beginning in February, Danny Fleming 

of ñOn the Road New Merchandise 

Salesò will be at the campgrounds on 

Wednesday evenings from 6:00-9:00 pm. 

selling new ñoverrunò merchandise at 

bargain prices?  Check him out for 

deals you canôt refuse if you live near 

the camp. 

 

× The St. Louis Camp was represented at 

last yearôs General Assembly of the 

Church of God in Michigan on 

November 5 & 6 by our Camp Director 

Sue Willman?  We had a table where 

DVDôs, candy and brochures were 

distributed. 

 

 

                                

× You can find us on ñFacebookò?  Look 
for St. Louis Church of God Camp 

Grounds. 

 

× You can give a St. Louis Camp Gift 

Certificate (e.g. to help someone with lot 

rent)?  Simply get in touch with the  

camp grounds for more information. 

 

 

 

St. Louis Camp Cookbook  

 

There is interest in putting 

together a cookbook of favorite 

recipes from the camping 

constituency.  This cookbook will 

be sold and the proceeds will go to 

support the ongoing work of the 

camp.  Memorable photos and 

stories are also being sought to 

tell a bit of history behind our 

beloved camp.  Send your i tems 

to  Loretta Holm   

  4273 Two Mile Rd.  

  Gladwin, MI  48624  

Email: mammaholm@yahoo.com 

 

 
                       The camp participated                       

                             in the Town of St.  
                          Louisõ Annual Christmas 
                          Parade on Friday 
evening, December 3 with a float 
highlighting the holiday season and 
the camping experience available on 
our grounds.  Candy and informational 
brochures were given ou t. 
 

 
 
I  

 

 

ALL BOARDS AND COMMITTEES MEETING 

SATURDAY, MARCH 26, 2011 

9:00 AM - NOON 

mailto:mammaholm@yahoo.com


If you wish to receive these 

newsletters by email, please send your 

email address to bjvan51@aol.com. 

Also, give us your postal address when 

contacting us.  Thank you!  

 

 

 

         CHILDRENõS CAMP 

     HAS A NEED!  

 

 

Four water coolers are needed  in 

the Childrenõs Camp.  As we all 

know, August can be a very hot 

and muggy month and the 

children need a way to get a 

drink of water while in their 

camping program.  If you can 

help with this need, please 

contact our Camp Director, Sue 

Willman.  

 

 

The Friendship House would 

love to welcome anyone who is 

life challenged Υ impaired in 

some way (e .g. emotionally, 

physically, blind, autistic, etc.) or 

anyone who would like to have 

a simple lesson and crafts or 

video in t he afternoons during 

camp.  (Please take into 

consideration that there is no 

bathroom in the Friendship 

House.). 

 

 

Thank You -------- 
Jack Dexter, for overseeing the 
shut down of camp with the 
blowing out the waterlines before 
winter set in.  
 
Connie Luelle n, our Assistant 
Treasurer, for bringing the camp 
up -to -date with the current IRS 
requirements.  
 
Ed Whitaker, for the work to 
improve the roads on the camp 
grounds.  

 
 

We extend our   

sympathy to 

 
the family of Betty 

Spencer.  Betty had served the 
camp grounds by being a 
former director of the 
Friendship House.  Betty was 
instrumental in getting the 
current Friendship House 
constructed. 

 
David Faith, former Chairman of the 
Board of Directors, died December 22.  He 
was Chairman when the Business 
Office/Bookstore Complex was 
constructed and had a deeply spiritual 
impact on the Boardõs approach to 
handling camp ground business.  We 
extend our condolences to his wife Diane 
and to his family.

mailto:bjvan51@aol.com


 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



Treasurerõs Address 
 

Please send your financial gifts for  St. 
Louis Camp Grounds to this address:  
 
 St. Louis Treasurer  
 c/o Riverside Park  
 11771 Newburgh Road 
 Livonia, MI  48150  
 

 
Keep St. Louis 
Camp Grounds and 
the Board of  
Directors in  
your prayers.  

 
           Visit Our Web Site 

 
To receive a wide assortment of 
information concerning the camp 
(including this newsletter), please 
go to: 
 www.stlouiscamp.org 
 
 

 
 
Have you remembered St. Louis 
Camp Grounds in your will?  
We have an endowment fund 
where gifts can be i nvested 
in work for the Kingdom of  
God for perpetuity.  
 
 
 
 
 
Our insurance  
company requires  

all golf carts on the camp 
grounds to provide proof of 
insurance.  Please make sure 
you have this information if 
you bring a golf cart to camp.  

 
 

SAVE THE DATE  
 

Saturday, June 25 
St. Louis Camp Grounds  

 
Badersõ Car Show 

(old cars, trucks, motorcycles, tractors)  
And Craft Show  

(in the taberbacle)  
(food wagon, trophies)  

 
Pets are welcome! 

                           Contact    
 
                     Sue Willman  
                          for more  

  information    
          (989-681-2581) 
 
 

VOLUNTEERS 
ARE 

NEEDED 
 

The camp needs experienced 
volunteer labor for two projects:  

 
(l) to install a metal roof and  
 

 (2) to lay carpet  
 

If you qualify and are willing, able and 
available, please contact Sue Willman 
at the camp. 

  

http://www.stlouiscamp.org/


FOND MEMORIES OF ST. LOUIS CAMP MEETING  
 

 My parents, as single young people, attended Camp meeting before they married in June, 1930. Then 

they attended as a young married couple.  I was one of five young children they brought onto the campgrounds 

when it was expedient.   Occasionally, dad would take us young boys to the old tabernacleôs rear, inside 

staircase so we could see the persons on the platform. 

 I remember the August Camp Meeting of 1943, when Leonard, my older brother, already 12 and I, 

turning 11 in September, hitch-hiked from Grand Haven, about 100 miles, to St. Louis on Friday so we could be 

at Camp Meeting.  Our parents were coming to camp on Sat.  Mother stood with us beside the house, prayed for 

our safety, put us in Godôs hands, and trusted Him to take care of us.  We arrived safely without harm. God did 

protect us as mother had prayed.   

 I remember when Len drove the family car so we could attend Youth Camp in the 40ôs.  I knelt at the 

altar, prayed, and experienced the presences of God.  One year two moms with ten kids tented for the week of 

Camp Meeting.  I remember the hot, cold, wet, dry camps; the old barn and sleeping on straw ticks, the cafeteria, 

the dinner bell, dipping ice cream at the store, flipping burgers at the stand, and nights as camp watchman. 

 I met Theda Johnson, from Midland, on the Camp Grounds when we were young teenagers.  Theda and 

I were married in Midland in July 1951, spent our honeymoon night in the Johnson cottage on the Camp 

Grounds and Theda attended camp for a week in August.  We brought our children, grand, and great 

grandchildren to Camp Meeting very early in their lives.  We taught in the Childrenôs Camp for years under the 

leadership of Vada Moshier.  We attended the Camp meeting while we pastored the Millington congregation.  

We have led in the Senior Adult conferences. 

 Plan #1 for St. Louis Camp Meeting 2010 was to not attend for health reasons.  In late July, God gave us 

Plan #2: fly up to Michigan from our Florida home.  We did!  Godôs plan worked very well for us.  Luann 

Youmans, our oldest, and nine family members from WI and MI were there.  Tanya Phillips, our youngest, flew 

up from TX. 

 Through the years the conditions were not of major importance, we have always experienced the 

presences of God at camp.  The sermons were God sent, the music was inspiring, the conferences were Spirit 

filled.  The atmosphere has been one of expectation.  We have made life long friends at Camp Meeting and 

made new ones.  God has always given us His protection while attending and traveling to and from Camp 

Meeting.  Yes, there have been bumps in our roads.  One year an accident destroyed our car, hospitalized me 

over night, one year a stroke hit me while driving and I was hospitalized for days, and this year I spent four days 

in the hospital in Alma with chest pain.  God was with us, giving us peace, and protecting us through the bumps 

not from them.  We have always felt His presence.  His comfort has given us enduring strength.   

 As for me and my family, we are very pleased that sacrifices were made and plans were expedited so 

that St. Louis Camp Meeting is a reality.  God holds the future.  No one knows what 2011 St. Louis Camp 

Meeting will bring.  Maybe we will be there and meet you there.  God will be there, blessing, encouraging, 

guiding, and protecting. 

     Retired minister, Gene Barrows 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



Please be aware that in the year 2012, 
there will be some increases in rental 
fees.  Below is that fee schedule:  
 
Lot rent for RV unit up to 30 ft. - $150 
 
Units over 30 ft. (south end) - $200 
 
Cabins - $150 
 
Dorms ð Single $5 
     Family Unit $12                                           

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Strive first for the kingdom of God and 
his right eousness, and all these things 
will be given to you as well.  
 
                        ---Matthew 6:33 (NRSV)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

     THOUGHT FOR THE DAY 

 

Give all of your anxieties to God.  


